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Understanding the Electoral
and Voting Process
Source: http://canivote.mytimetovote.com/
About Voting
When you register to vote, your voter registrations are linked to your residential address. When registered
voters move, they are supposed to update their registration records with election officials before voting.
Under federal law, if you move within 30 days of a presidential election, you are allowed to vote for President
and Vice President in your former state of residence, either in person or by absentee ballot.
Voting is the essence of democracy. Voting in the United States is voluntary. Some people vote in person at
the polls, while others vote by mail days or weeks before the actual election date. Regardless of how you
do it, it’s important that all U.S. citizens who qualify participate in the democratic process of electing public
officials.
States Establish Voting Rules
To vote in federal elections you need to be a U.S. citizen and be at least 18 years old, although some states
allow 17-year-olds to vote. In fact, the states establish voting rules, including the requirements to register to
vote, registration deadlines, and where to send your voting form. You may be able to register at a variety
of places, including state and local voter registration offices, the Department of Motor Vehicles, and public
assistance agencies. You might also be able to register by mail using the National Mail Voter Registration
Form, but not all states accept it. Check with your state election office to learn how to register in your state.
Voter ID Laws Vary by State
Voter identification requirements also vary by state. Therefore, it’s important to figure out the documents
you might need to show before going to your polling place on Election day. Some states require voters
to show proof of identity before voting, such as driver’s licenses, passports or military papers. Your state
election office can tell you what documents are required in your state.
College Students Voting
As a student, you have a constitutional right to register and vote in the place you truly consider to be home
(your parents ‘house, your dorm room, or your apartment). But before you make the decision about where
to vote, make sure you know the rules of registering to vote in that state.
If you wish to vote from your school address, check the voting requirements for the state in which you
attend school. If you are interested in casting an absentee ballot in your home state, check the voting
requirements for that state. For information about voting and elections in any state, select the state you
want to vote from and click “GO”.
Election Tips
1.

Register to vote. Most States require citizens to be registered in order to vote. Make sure you understand
the voter registration requirements of your State of residence. If you are not registered to vote, you
must apply for voter registration no later than the deadline to register in your State. Contact your local
or State elections office or check their Web site for information on how to obtain a voter registration
application and the deadline to register. The National Voter Registration Application form is also
available.

2.

Confirm your registration. Confirm your voter registration status with your State or local elections office
before the last day to register to vote. This will allow you to make any changes to your registration (for
example: name, address, or other corrections) in sufficient time to vote.
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3.

Polling place location & hours. If you vote at a polling place on Election Day, confirm your polling place
location and make sure you know what time your polling place opens and closes on Election Day.

4.

Provisional voting. Federal law allows you to cast a provisional ballot if your name does not appear on
the voter registration record, if you do not have ID, or if there are questions about your eligibility to vote.
Your State may provide other reasons for voting by a provisional ballot. Whether a provisional ballot
is counted depends on verification of your eligibility. Make sure you are familiar with the pro- visional
voting process in your State.

5.

Voter identification (ID) requirements. Some States may require you to show ID in order to vote. You
can find out what your State ID requirements are by contacting your State or local elections office or
checking their Web site.

6.

Early voting. Some States allow voters to vote in person before Election Day. Find out if your State has
early voting or in-person absentee voting and, if so, when and where you can vote before Election Day.

7.

Absentee voting requirements. Most States allow voters to vote using an absentee ballot under certain
circumstances. Check on the dates and requirements for requesting and returning an absentee ballot
before Election Day. Absentee ballots are available many weeks before the election but often must be
returned before Election Day.

PRIMARY Election
A primary election is an election in which party members or voters select candidates for a subsequent
election. Primary elections are one means by which a political party nominates candidates for the next
general election.
Caucus
In some states, voters choose their party’s candidate by attending a caucus. A caucus is a meeting between
members of a political party where the candidates are discussed and voted on. Each caucus precinct (or
local area where the caucus is held) is represented by a certain number of delegates, who are then pledged
to support specific candidates based on the voting. Those delegates then represent their local precinct at
county and then state conventions. From the state convention, delegates are then selected to represent the
state at the national convention. Democrats and Republicans have separate caucuses.
Caucus Vs. Primary
The main difference between a caucus and a primary is that a caucus involves face-to-face interaction
between voters, where voters can try to persuade one another to vote for (or against) a certain candidate. In
a primary, on the other hand, voters simply arrive at the polls, cast their votes in private and go home. As a
result of this difference, caucuses tend to have smaller turnouts compared to primaries. Political campaigns
must invest more time training local precinct leaders how to effectively persuade their fellow voters.
US election delegates
The delegates to the Democratic and Republican parties’ national conventions officially choose the
nominees for the presidency. A candidate only needs a simple majority (50% +1) of delegate votes to win
the nomination. The goal of all candidates is to win the support of as many delegates as possible, as early as
possible in the primary season. Even before a candidate secures the winning number of delegates, he or she
may notch up an effectively unassailable lead.
Both parties have a certain number of elected delegates (also known as pledged delegates), whose vote
is determined by the result of the primary or caucus in their state, but they also have a certain number of
unelected/unpledged delegates (known as super-delegates in the Democratic Party).
These delegates are free to choose which candidate to support. Many of them hold elected office, but they
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do not owe their place at the convention to a primary election or caucus. Unelected delegates in both
parties form a minority within the ranks of delegates at the convention - about 20% in the Democratic case,
and between 5% and 20% of Republican delegates. They are mostly high-ranking party officials, members of
Congress and state governors.
How the Electoral College Works
When U.S. citizens vote for President and Vice President every election year, ballots show the names of the
Presidential and Vice Presidential candidates, although they are actually electing a slate of “electors” that
represent them in each state. The electors from every state combine to form the Electoral College. Each
state is allocated a number of electors equal to the number of its U.S. senators (always two) plus the number
of its U.S. House representatives
Each political party with a candidate on the ballot designates its own set of electors for each state, matching
the number of electors they appoint with the number of electoral votes allotted to the state. This usually
occurs at the state party conventions. Electors are typically strong and loyal supporters of their political
party, but can never be a U.S. senator or representative. Electors are also generally free agents, as only
29 states require electors to vote as they have pledged, and many constitutional scholars believe those
requirements would not stand in a court challenge.
About OPEN Primary
Voters of any affiliation may vote for the candidate of whatever party they choose. Some of these open
primary states may not have party registration at all; however open primary states do prohibit voters in X
primary from going on to participate in Y’s primary or runoff.
About CLOSED Primary
Only voters registered with a given party can vote in the primary. Parties may have the option to invite
unaffiliated voters to participate.
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Top 10 Things Voters Should Know
as They Go to the Polls
Reprinted courtesy of Minister Leslie Watson Malachi,
Director, African American Ministers Leadership Council (AAMLC),
People For the American Way
1.

What forms of identification are accepted at the polls ... Because of new or unfamiliar voter ID laws in
some states, new technology that’s not remotely consistent in many jurisdictions from year to year ,and
the sheer number of voters turning out, we expect more confusion each and every time an election is
held. ID requirements vary by state, so check TODAY with your local election office for information on
what you’ll need to provide.

2.

How to vote if you are a formerly incarcerated person (ex-offender) … No federal laws exist on felon
voting and therefore the legal ability of people with felony convictions to vote varies from state to state.
Check with your local elections office to know your rights – especially if you were convicted of a felony
and have fully served and completed your sentence and are no longer on probation or parole. In 13 states
and the District of Columbia, your voting rights are automatically restored upon release from prison and
you can register to vote and exercise that vote.

3.

How to vote if English is not your first language ... If you require assistance reading an English ballot
and casting your ballot on Election Day, in some districts you have the right to receive voting materials in
your own language. Contact your local elections office to find out.

4.

How to vote if you are disabled … Despite HAVA (Help America Vote Act of 2002) reforms, many polling
places still aren’t easily accessible to disabled voters or persons with special needs including reading.
Contact your local election office for information about accessibility at your polling place and how you
will be able to cast your vote.

5.

How to vote early … Does your state have early voting or is it known as “absentee ballots” that can
be requested by phone, in person or by mail? Contact your local election office to find out and take
advantage.

6.

How to cast an absentee ballot … In a timely fashion, properly complete and send in your absentee ballot
application and then submit your absentee ballot before the deadline. Be aware of and meet all deadlines
for the absentee application and the absentee ballot itself. Contact your local election office if you need
assistance.

7.

How to cast your ballot … Before Election Day, ask your local election office which machine you will be
using on Election Day. Familiarize yourself and always ask for assistance if you are unsure how to cast
your vote. Poll workers are required to provide you with assistance.

8.

When the polls are open … Polling hours vary by state. Confirm the time with your local election office.
Always plan ahead and arrive early with 2 or more voting age persons prepared to vote. Also, if you are
in line to vote when the polls close you have the right to cast your vote.

9.

Where local polling places are located … Has it changed since the last time you voted? Have you
moved? Polls are generally located in public buildings, with voters assigned to locations based on where
they reside. Contact your local election office to find your polling place.

10. Who and what is on the ballot … Be an informed voter! Know about all the candidates as well as any
ballot initiatives.
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10 TIPS FOR REACHING
YOUNG VOTERS
By Dr. Otis Moss, III, Senior Pastor,
Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago, IL
1.

Make an announcement requesting IT professionals and/or youth to meet with the pastor or designee
Following service.

2.

Share the importance of freedom Sunday with the IT professionals and youth and how you as pastor
want this community involved in this important effort.

3.

If you have a digital minister or multimedia ministry, instruct the ministry to create posts and tweets
about Freedom Sunday at least three times a day.

4.

Request the congregation to post and/or tweet Freedom Sunday information on their personal social
media accounts.

5.

Print articles messages in the bulletin about Freedom Sunday.

6.

Create a “quote campaign” have youth post and tweet famous quotes about the importance of voting
daily on Instagram.

7.

Post audio clips of members who experienced segregation speaking about the importance of voting on
your media sight.

8.

Allow a young people to tweet in service at a specified time about Freedom Sunday.

9.

Reward the young person who receives the most re-tweets, new friends or followers as a result of
Freedom Sunday.

10. Create a Youth Digital Ambassador who will from the pulpit share how to post, tweet and text for
freedom.
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Sample Talking Points
Voting Rights
•

What is at stake in each election? We must elect leaders who will put an end to: incessant cuts to key
social programs, staggering unemployment rates, health and educational disparities, ongoing killings
of countless black men, women and children at the hands of law enforcement, and unconscionable
levels of mass incarceration that have been traumatizing and debilitating for our communities.

•

We must stand firm and to ensure that no voter is disenfranchised or barred from their right to vote.
We must reclaim our power and mobilize massive turnout of the African-American vote in local
and national elections to determine who will best represent a vision of empowered, healthy, whole
communities. African American voters play a huge role in determining who will make decisions that
affect our communities in 2015 and 2016. If we are to protect our right to vote, we must educate
ourselves and demonstrate that we will utilize our right to vote by turning out vote!

Criminal Justice System Reform:
•

From 1980 to 2008, the number of people incarcerated in America quadrupled-from roughly
500,000 to 2.3 million people. Today, the US is 5% of the World population and has 25% of world
prisoners. Combining the number of people in prison and jail with those under parole or probation
supervision, 1 in ever y 31 adults, or 3.2 percent of the population is under some form of correctional
control.

•

African Americans now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3 million incarcerated population.
African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of whites. Together, African American
and Hispanics comprised 58% of all prisoners in 2008, even though African Americans and Hispanics
make up approximately one quarter of the US population. According to Unlocking America, if
African American and Hispanics were incarcerated at the same rates of whites, today’s prison and jail
populations would decline by approximately 50% of it’s current total.

•

We can look to our sacred texts and beliefs about the human condition, the need to help the poor,
forgiveness, grace, and mercy to assess and improve how the criminal justice system is operating in
every community. If we believe that all human beings are created in the image of God, and as a result,
have inherent dignity. If we believe in the importance of forgiveness and mercy that people can be
redeemed by God’s grace and most importantly are called to stand against poverty and injustice.

•

If we are to create a more humane, just system of rehabilitation and redirect resources to provide
necessary services to the poor, we must support policy reforms at the federal, state, and local levels.
While each state and community is different and has unique challenges, in reality, every city and state
struggles with the same problems: too many arrests, prosecutions, and prison sentences, without
enough services, assistance, or healing.

•

We affirm our responsibility to help people who are incarcerated find a way back to their intended
path. Faith leaders should call for policies, which demonstrate forgiveness and enable people who
have contact with the criminal justice system to reestablish their lives and not live with the stigma of
“criminal” or “ex-offender” as a permanent mark against them.
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Criminal Justice Fact Sheet
Source: http://www.naacp.org/pages/criminal-justice-fact-sheet
Incarceration Trends in America
•

From 1980 to 2008, the number of people incarcerated in America quadrupled-from roughly
500,000 to 2.3 million people. Today, the US is 5% of the World population and has 25% of world
prisoners.Combining the number of people in prison and jail with those under parole or probation
supervision, 1 in ever y 31 adults, or 3.2 percent of the population is under some form of correctional
control

Racial Disparities in Incarceration
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

African Americans now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3 million incarcerated population
African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of whites
Together, African American and Hispanics comprised 58% of all prisoners in 2008, even though
African Americans and Hispanics make up approximately one quarter of the US population
According to Unlocking America, if African American and Hispanics were incarcerated at the same
rates of whites, today’s prison and jail populations would decline by approximately 50%
One in six black men had been incarcerated as of 2001. If current trends continue, one in three black
males born today can expect to spend time in prison during his lifetime
1 in 100 African American women are in prison
Nationwide, African-Americans represent 26% of juvenile arrests, 44% of youth who are detained,
46% of the youth who are judicially waived to criminal court, and 58% of the youth admitted to state
prisons (Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice).

Drug Sentencing Disparities
•
•
•
•

About 14 million Whites and 2.6 million African Americans report using an illicit drug
5 times as many Whites are using drugs as African Americans, yet African Americans are sent to
prison for drug offenses at 10 times the rate of Whites
African Americans represent 12% of the total population of drug users, but 38% of those arrested for
drug offenses, and 59% of those in state prison for a drug offense.
African Americans serve virtually as much time in prison for a drug offense (58.7 months) as whites
do for a violent offense (61.7 months). (Sentencing Project)

Contributing Factors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inner city crime prompted by social and economic isolation
Crime/drug arrest rates: African Americans represent 12% of monthly drug users, but comprise 32%
of persons arrested for drug possession
“Get tough on crime” and “war on drugs” policies
Mandatory minimum sentencing, especially disparities in sentencing for crack and powder cocaine
possession
In 2002, blacks constituted more than 80% of the people sentenced under the federal crack cocaine
laws and served substantially more time in prison for drug offenses than did whites, despite that fact
that more than 2/3 of crack cocaine users in the U.S. are white or Hispanic
“Three Strikes”/habitual offender policies and in schools: Zero Tolerance policies as a result of
perceived problems of school violence; adverse affect on black children.
35% of black children grades 7-12 have been suspended or expelled at some point in their school
careers compared to 20% of Hispanics and 15% of white

.
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Sample Voter Engagement
Events and Activities
Educate and engage your congregation and community in the 2015-16 Elections. Organize a voter education
campaign to educate your members on the impact of mass incarceration and lack of voter protections on
our communities.
Educate!
•
•
•
•
•

Partner with criminal justice reform and Voting Rights organizations in our state to identify key
legislative reforms in need of advocacy.
Host Community Forums on the impact of mass incarceration, strengthening relationships between
communities and law enforcement and loss of voting rights on our local community.
Host candidate forums to identify where candidates stand on these issues.
Host Freedom Sunday Services - Preaching sermons on the moral imperative to act on behalf of
redemption and social justice throughout the year.
Take the #FREEAMERICA pledge, Send the Voting Rights Letter to key legislators and share the
Freedom Sunday Voting Guide with your congregation with Early Voting Dates, Times and
locations and encourage members to take 5 family and friends to the polls during Early voting
periods.

Remind your members that voting means:
•
•
•

We can repeal Stand Your Ground Laws and elect law enforcement officials who will protect our
children from being killed arbitrarily.
We can retain programs like Head Start Program, Food Stamps, Supplemental Assistance for Women
and Children (SNAP), Pell Grants, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Women Infant
and Children’s Program (WIC), Minimum Wage and many others.
We can end the cycle of mass incarceration and the cycle of high unemployment in our communities.

Advocate!
•
•

Meet with our State and local Legislators on this issue as needed.
Participate in Public Service Announcements and Write Op-Eds as needed.

Activate!
•
•
•
•

•
•

Ensure that every congregation member is registered to vote and aware of their local voting
guidelines and rules. Check the website www.blackandbrownpeoplevote.org for details on
registration in your state.
Stay connected to the #FREEAMERICA can by registering at www.letsfreeamerica.org.
Identify a civic engagement coordinator for your church who will recruit 10 volunteers who can work
to register, educate and mobilize voters on these issues.
Designate a Civic Engagement Team of 10 volunteers who will create a phone tree and call every
member of the church to ensure they are registered and turned out to vote. This team could:
* Provide transportation to the polls during early voting through Election Day for those in need.
* Conduct weekly absentee voter application completion sessions after service and provide
postage to mail them to the correct offices.
Partner with local sororities, fraternities, HBCUs, Civic, Community Organizations and Labor Unions
to co-host Freedom Sunday activities.
Share pictures and notes from your events on twitter and/or our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/FreedomSundays2014?ref=br_rs or @freedomsundayco use the
hashtags: #FreedomSundays2015, #FREEAMERICA.

25

Social Media
Guide
Sample Twitter Posts
Follow us on Twitter: @freedomsundayco
Hash tags: #FreedomSundays2015, #FREEAMERICA.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our ancestors died for the right to vote. We should not take it for granted…#FreedomSundays2015
Our nation has changed dramatically, and for the better. But the present bears many parallels to that
historical moment 50 years ago. #FreedomSundays2015
50 years ago, #FreedomSummer organizers risked their lives for civil rights. Today, we need the courage
to ensure their efforts were not in vain. #FreedomSundays2015
50 years after the Civil Rights Act, there are now modern efforts to keep people from voting.
#FreedomSundays2015, #FREEAMERICA
You have the freedom to vote! Protect it. #FreedomSundays2015
50 years since #FreedomSummer African Americans and other minority groups STILL face oppression
and discrimination #FreedomSundays2015
“#FreedomSummer made the country take a look at itself” –Bob Moses #FreedomSundays2015
It is time we are all treated EQUALLY. Discrimination belongs in HISTORY. #FreedomSundays2015
“Voting is the language of American democracy: if you don’t vote, you don’t count.” Let’s make everyone
count. #FreedomSundays2015
Let’s protect the lives of our Youth – vote for the security of our children. #FreedomSundays2015
Our Vote determines our Communties’ future! #FreedomSundays2015
No one should serve a second sentence by permanently losing their right to vote!
#restoreexfelonvotingrights, #FreedomSundays2015, #FREEAMERICA
Resources that can go to salaries and well-being are going towards prisons. ~Ruthie Gilmore
#FreedomSundays2015 #FREEAMERICA
5.85 million Americans are denied the right to vote because of laws that prohibit voting by people w/
felony convictions. #FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA
Over-incarceration of women has devastating effects on their families. Barriers to employment, housing
https://www.aclu.org/issues/womens-rights/women-and-criminal-justice #FreedomSundays2015 ,
#FREEAMERICA
Immigrant detention, operated by Homeland Security, cost taxpayers over $2 billion in 2012 alone
#FreedomSundays2015 #FREEAMERICA
Our communities need compassionate policies & investment, ones that treat mental health & addiction as
health problems. #FreedomSundays2015 #FREEAMERICA
Blacks now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3 million incarcerated population.
#FreedomSundays2015 #FREEAMERICA
African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of whites. #FreedomSundays2015
#FREEAMERICA
About 14 million Whites and 2.6 million African Americans report using an illicit drug.
#FreedomSundays2015 #FREEAMERICA
5x as many Whites are using drugs as Blacks, yet Blacks are sent to prison for drug offenses at 10x the
rate of Whites. #FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA
Blacks rep12% of drug users, 38% of those arrested, and 59% of those in state prison for a drug offense.
#FreedomSundays2015, #FREEAMERICA
Blacks serve almost as much time for drugs (58.7 mos.) as whites do for violence (61.7 months).
(Sentencing Project). #FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA
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Sample Facebook Posts
•

Know the early voting dates for your state. Go to www.rockthevote.com or
www.blackandbrownpeoplevote.org to find out where and when you can vote. #FreedomSundays2015

•

We have come a long way since the 1960s, but we still have a long way to go since bigotry still raises its
ugly head when we turn on the news. We need to be vigilant to prevent returning to those days when an
individual was judged by the color of their skin rather than by their character. #FreedomSundays2015

•

We can look to our sacred texts and beliefs about the human condition, the need to help the poor,
forgiveness, grace, and mercy to assess and improve how the criminal justice system is operating in
every community. If we believe that all human beings are created in the image of God, and as a result,
have inherent dignity. If we believe in the importance of forgiveness and mercy that people can be
redeemed by God’s grace and most importantly are called to stand against poverty and injustice.
#FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA

•

If we are to create a more humane, just system of rehabilitation and redirect resources to provide
necessary services to the poor, we must support policy reforms at the federal, state, and local levels.
While each state and community is different and has unique challenges, in reality, every city and state
struggles with the same problems: too many arrests, prosecutions, and prison sentences, without enough
services, assistance, or healing. #FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA

•

We affirm our responsibility to help people who are incarcerated find a way back to their intended
path. Faith leaders should call for policies, which demonstrate forgiveness and enable people who have
contact with the criminal justice system to reestablish their lives and not live with the stigma of “criminal”
or “ex-offender” as a permanent mark against them. #FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA

•

This is outrageous! From 1980 to 2008, the number of people incarcerated in America quadrupledfrom roughly 500,000 to 2.3 million people. Today, the US is 5% of the World population and has
25% of world prisoners. Combining the number of people in prison and jail with those under parole
or probation supervision, 1 in every 31 adults, or 3.2 percent of the population is under some form of
correctional control. We must #EndMassIncarceration by voting for leaders who will reverse this trend!
#FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA

•

Together, African American and Hispanics comprised 58% of all prisoners in 2008, even though
African Americans and Hispanics make up approximately one quarter of the US population. According
to Unlocking America, if African American and Hispanics were incarcerated at the same rates of
whites, today’s prison and jail populations would decline by approximately 50% total. We must
#EndMassIncarceration, #FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA

•

The New Jim Crow: One in six black men had been incarcerated as of 2001. If current trends continue,
one in three black males born today can expect to spend time in prison during his lifetime. 1 in 100
African American women are in prison. Nationwide, African-American youth represent 26% of juvenile
arrests, 44% of youth who are detained, 46% of the youth who are judicially waived to criminal court, and
58% of the youth admitted to state prisons (Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice). With these number
our community is being returned to a state of slavery. We must stand up and say, Not on our Watch!
#FreedomSundays2015 , #FREEAMERICA
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SAMPLE PULPIT
ANNOUNCEMENT
The prophet Amos reminds us to “let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever- flowing
stream.” (Amos 5:24)
This year, we will be participating with other churches across the nation in Freedom Sunday Services in
preparation for the upcoming elections. We, as Black Americans, simply cannot afford to stay home.
•
•
•
•
•

Without voting, we had few Black elected officials.
With voting, we now have over 10,000 Black elected officials and the first African American
President in the White House.
Without voting, hate groups fought to keep African Americans from voting.
With voting, we have had 2 Black U.S. Attorney Generals fighting for our right to vote.
With voting we have the right to decide whether we have jobs, health care, student financial aid, and
other services our community needs.

We ask all members to look out for instructions from our civic engagement coordinator (name/phone/
email) as we prepare for one of the most important dates this year – upcoming elections (add date of next
election)
I ask each of you to commit to encouraging 5 family members, friends, and co-workers to vote on Election
Day and make sure they get to the polls.
If you need to register to vote, or update your registration information, you can do so online at
www.blackandbrownpeoplevote.org.
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SAMPLE CHURCH
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
Your right to vote has been bought and paid for in blood!
Exercise your power to protect it by:
Registering you and 5 friends, family members and co-workers to vote in the upcoming Election. Make sure
they turn out between now and Election Day.
Sign up to join our Civic Engagement Team and Volunteer to help educate and register others to
Contact our Civic Engagement Coordinator

vote.

at

(phone number/email) for more information on joining our Civic Engagement Team.
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SAMPLE SERMON
SCRIPTURES
God’s Concern for Justice, the Poor, and the “Least of These”
Psalms 10:17-18
17 Lord, You know the hopes of the helpless. Surely you will listen to their cries and comfort them. 18 You will
bring justice to the orphans and the oppressed, so people can no longer terrify them. NLT
Psalms 82:3-4 3 Enough! You’ve corrupted justice long enough, you’ve let the wicked get away with murder.
4 You’re here to defend the defenseless, to make sure that underdogs get a fair break; your job is to stand up
for the powerless, and prosecute all those who exploit them. THE MESSAGE
Proverbs 14:31
Those who oppresses the poor insult their Maker, but helping the poor honors him.

NLT

Proverbs 31:9
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. NIV
Amos 5: 21, 23, 24
21 I hate, I despise your religious festivals; I cannot stand your assemblies. . . 23 Away
with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. 24 But let justice roll on like a river,
righteousness like a never-failing stream! NIV
Micah 6:8
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God. NIV
Zechariah 7:9-10
9 this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.
10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each
other. NIV
Matthew 25:31-46
41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 44″They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45″He will
reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’” NIV
1 John 3:16-18
16 this is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 1And we ought to lay down our
lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity
on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with
actions and in truth. NIV
Scriptures are taken from New International Version (NIV), New American Standard (NAS), New Living
Translation (NLT) and THE MESSAGE
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DO’S AND DON’T’S ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES
FOR CHURCHES & PASTORS
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

DO discuss the candidates’ positions on issues to the congregation.
DO NOT support or oppose the candidates on the congregation’s behalf.
DO NOT use the congregation’s funding to give financial contributions of any kind to the candidates/
office holders.
DO NOT allow your (the church leaders) personal opinions inflict the opinions of the congregation.
Please note: the Pastor’s personal views and personal donations (not affiliated with the church) can be
used to his own discretion, as long as these views/endorsements are not imposed upon the congregation.
As a congregation and/or as an individual church leader; DO lobby and campaign for or against
legislation.
DO NOT publish church editorials that are meant to support or oppose candidates.
DO publish political ads; as long as the regular rates are applied…DO NOT publish these ads as a
donation.
DO publish news stories about campaigns…the congregation must be kept informed as best as possible.
DO rent out church facilities (e.g. kitchens, athletic facilities, board/community rooms) for political
activities…regular rates MUST apply.
DO provide rentals of membership lists at regular rates.
DO allow candidates to make appearances at church events/services.
As a part of the congregation, DO NOT distribute candidate campaign literature; however the individual
church leader is allowed to do so.
DO distribute candidate surveys and/or voting records of office holders.
DO NOT pay for a candidate’s or office holder’s attendance at a caucus or political party convention.
While the congregations CAN NOT pay for this, the church leader CAN do so on an individual basis.
DO participate in non-partisan voter registration and identification: these activities CAN NOT be affiliated
with a political party. DO provide non-partisan voter education: CAN NOT be affiliated with a political
party. As a congregation, DO NOT give contributions to political action committees, but the church
leader may DO this on his or her own terms.
DO use the church van for transportation to the polls, DO NOT use the van to advertise for candidates or
allow candidate discussions in the van.

Source: “Preaching Politics from the Pulpit”, Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life. www.pewforum.org
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NATIONAL 2015-2016
ELECTIONS CALENDAR
Source: http://www.politics1.com/calendar.htm
SEPTEMBER 2015
10th:
Illinois - CD-18 Special General Election
OCTOBER 2015
24th: Louisiana - Gubernatorial & Statewide Primary
NOVEMBER 2015
3rd:
Kentucky - Gubernatorial & Statewide General Election
Mississippi - Gubernatorial & Statewide General Election
21st:
Louisiana - Gubernatorial & Statewide Run-Off (if needed)
Note: The 2016 Presidential primary schedule is currently being assembled. The dates below are subject to
change as states make their final decisions regarding which day to hold their primary contests. List below is
current as of 4/23/15. Please check http://www.uspresidentialelectionnews.com/2016-presidential-primaryschedule-calendar/ for updates.
FEBRUARY 2016
1st:
Iowa Democratic Caucuses
2nd:
Iowa Republican Caucuses
9th:
New Hampshire Primary
20th: South Carolina Primary
23rd: Nevada Caucuses
MARCH 2016
1st:
Super Tuesday
Colorado Caucuses (tentative)
Massachusetts Primary
Oklahoma Primary
Tennessee Primary
Texas Primary
Vermont Primary
Virginia Primary
North Carolina Primary (tentative)
5th:
Louisiana Primary
8th:
Alabama Primary
Hawaii Republican Caucuses
Mississippi Primary
Ohio Primary
Michigan Primary
13th: Puerto Rico Primary
15th: Florida Primary
Illinois Primary
Missouri Primary
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22nd: Arizona Primary
Utah Primary (tentative)
APRIL 2016
5th:
Maryland Primary
Washington, DC Primary
Wisconsin Primary
26th: Connecticut Primary
Delaware Primary
Pennsylvania Primary
Rhode Island Primary
MAY 2016
3rd:
Indiana Primary
10th: Nebraska Primary
West Virginia Primary
17th: Kentucky Primary
Oregon Primary
24th: Arkansas Primary
JUNE 2016
7th:
California Primary
Montana Primary
New Jersey Primary
New Mexico Primary
South Dakota Primary
JULY 2016
18th- 21st:
25th – 28th:

Republican Presidential Nominating Convention – Cleveland, OH
Democratic Presidential Nominating Convention – Philadelphia, PA

NOVEMBER 2016
8th:
Election Day – Nationwide
Note: The 2016 Presidential primary schedule is currently being assembled. The dates below are subject to
change as states make their final decisions regarding which day to hold their primary contests. List below is
current as of 4/23/15.
Please check http://www.uspresidentialelectionnews.com/2016-presidential-primary- schedule-calendar/ for
updates.
For voter registration deadlines for your state, please visit our website: Freedom Sunday Coalition as well as
key partners:
National Association of Secretaries of State or Rock the Vote!
http://www.nass.org/elections-voting/2016-presidential-election/
Rock the Vote:
www.rockthevote.com
Black and Brown People Vote:
www.blackandbrownpeoplevote.org
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Key Voter Registration
Deadlines by State
Source: http://www.rockthevote.com/get-informed/elections/voter-registration-deadlines.html
State

Registration Deadline

Alabama

Postmarked 11 days before the

Alaska

Received 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Arizona

Received 29 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Arkansas

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

California

Postmarked or submitted to an elections
office (or NVRA voter registration agency)
on or before 15 days prior to Election Day.
(To vote in that election)

You must register before the deadline.

Colorado

Postmarked 22 days before an election if
through a voter registration drive. All other
applicants may register at any time through
Election Day; however, if you register after
the 8th day before an election, your ballot
will not automatically be mailed to you and
you must appear in person to obtain your
ballot.

You may also register in person on
Election Day.

Connecticut

Postmarked 14 days before the election or
received in person 7 days before the election.

You may also register on Election Day.

Delaware

Postmarked by the fourth Saturday before
a general or primary election, or 10 days
before a special election.

You must register before the deadline.

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You may also register in person on
Election Day as long as you can provide
proof of residency

Postmarked 29 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Georgia

Postmarked by the fifth Monday before the
election.

You must register before the deadline.

Hawaii

Received at least 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Idaho

Postmarked 25 days before the election.

You may also register in person on
Election Day.

Illinois

Postmarked 28 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Indiana

Postmarked 29 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Iowa

Received in-person 10 days before General and Primary Elections (11 days before
all other elections), or postmarked 15 days
before Election Day.

You may also register in person on
Election Day.

Kansas

Postmarked 21 days before the election if
mailed, received at the county office 21 days You must register before the deadline.
before the election if delivered in person.

Kentucky

Postmarked 29 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Louisiana

Received 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

District
of
Columbia
Florida

Election Day Registration
election.

You must register before the deadline.

Maine

Received 21 days before the election.

You may also register in person on
Election Day.

Maryland

Postmarked 21 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Massachusetts

Postmarked 20 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Michigan

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Minnesota

Received 21 days before the election.

You may also register in person on
Election Day as long as you can provide
proof of residency.

Mississippi

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Missouri

Received before 5pm (or normal close of
business) on the fourth Wednesday prior to
the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Montana

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You may also register in person at
the County Clerk’s office on or before
Election Day.

Nebraska

Postmarked by the third Friday before the
election, or received in-person by 6pm on
the second Friday before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Nevada

Postmarked by 31 days before the election,
or submitted online by 21 days before an
election, or received in-person at a clerk’s
office 21 days before an election.

You must register before the deadline.

New Hampshire

Received 10 days before the election.

You may register in person on Election
Day.

New Jersey

Received 21 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

New Mexico

Postmarked 28 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

New York

Postmarked 25 days before the election
and received no less than 20 days before
the election.

You must register before the deadline.

North Carolina

Received 25 day before the election.

You can register in person and vote
early during the “one-stop” voting
period.

North Dakota

N/A

N/A

Ohio

Received 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Oklahoma

Postmarked 25 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Oregon

Postmarked 21 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Pennsylvania

Received 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Rhode Island

Received 30 days before the election.
Mailed voter registration forms received
after the deadline will be accepted as long
as the mail is postmarked on or before the
voter registration deadline.

You may register in person on Election
Day, but only for Presidential elections.

South Carolina

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

South Dakota

Received 15 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Tennessee

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Texas

Postmarked 30 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Utah

Postmarked 30 days before the election,
or received in person 15 days before the
election.

You must register before the deadline.

Vermont

Received by 5pm on the Wednesday before
the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Virginia

Received 22 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Washington

Postmarked by the Monday four weeks
before the election, or received in person at
the county elections department the Monday one week before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

West Virginia

Postmarked 21 days before the election.

You must register before the deadline.

Wisconsin

Postmarked 20 days before the election.

You may also register in person on
Election Day.

Wyoming

Received 14 days before the election.

You may also register in person on
Election Day.

PARTNER RESOURCES
Below is a list of organizations to partner with for local events around Criminal Justice Reform and Voting
Rights. Many are a part of our coalition and have been champions for informing and empower communities
around voting rights, voter protection, civil and human rights issues.
Faith-Based
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church Social Action Commission Voter ALERT - http://www.amechurch.com/
African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AME Zion) Church - http://www.amez.org
Christian Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church - http://thecmechurch.org/
Full Gospel Baptist Fellowship International (FGBFI) Church - http://www.fullgospelbaptist.org/
National Baptist Convention of America (NBC of A) - http://www.nationalbaptist.com/
National Baptist Convention, USA (NBCUSA) - http://www.nbcainc.com/
Church of God in Christ (COGIC) - http://www.cogic.org/
Progressive National Baptist Convention, USA (PBNC) - http://www.pnbc.org/
Freedom Sunday Texas Coalition – http://freedomsundaytx.org/
Samuel Dewitt Proctor Conference (SDPC) - http://sdpconference.info/
PICO LIVE FREE Campaign – http://www.piconetwork.org/campaigns/live-free
African American Ministers Leadership Council – Vessels Vote Initiative http://www.pfaw.org/VESSELS
Faith in Public Life – www.faithinpubliclife.org
Civic/Community
The John Legend #FREEAMERICA Initiative – www.letsfreeamerica.org
Black and Brown People Vote – www.BlackandBrownPeopleVote.org
The Advancement Project - www.advancementproject.org/
NAACP Legal Defense Fund - www.naacpldf.org/
American Civil Liberties Union – www.aclu.org
Project Vote – www.projectvote.org/
Rainbow Push Coalition - www.rainbowpush.org/
AFL-CIO – www.aflcio.org
National Coalition on Black Civic Participation – www.ncbcp.org/
The National Lawyers Committee on Civil Rights – www.lawyerscommittee.org
The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights - www.civilrights.org
Voto Latino - www.votolatino.com
National Council of La Raza - http://www.nclr.org/
Rock The Vote - http://rockthevote.org/
We vote, We Rise - https://www.facebook.com/wevotewerise
National Conference of State Legislators - http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/absenteeand- early-voting.aspx
My Time to vote - http://www.mytimetovote.com/United_States_Elections-2015.html
The Brennan Center for Justice - https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/voting-rights-election
MomsRising - https://www.momsrising.org/blog/topics/momsvote
Youth-Initiated
Black Lives Matters – www.blacklivesmatter.org
The Dream Defenders – http://dreamdefenders.org/vest/
The Gathering of Justice – http://www.gatheringforjustice.org/
Ferguson Action – http://fergusonaction.com/
We The Protestors - http://www.wetheprotesters.org/
Black Youth project - http://byp100.org/
Black Youth Vote - http://ncbcp.org/programs/byv/
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